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These executive boards consist of both federal and 
nonfederal (i.e., state, local, and tribal) law enforce-
ment leaders.133 A key aspect of the HIDTA program 
is “the discretion granted to the Executive Boards to 
design and implement initiates that confront drug 
trafficking threats in each HIDTA.”134

Ohio is designated as one of the HIDTAs; this area 
consists of 13 counties.135 This area is also linked 
to major drug-source regions, including Chicago, 
Detroit, New York City, the Southwest Border, and 
Canada. The Ohio HIDTA emphasizes how the 
numerous interstate highways are often used by 
drug traffickers to move illegal drugs throughout 
the region. For instance, Ohio has the eighth-larg-
est national highway system; it carries the seventh-
highest volume of traffic in the nation. This traffic 
flow allows drug transporters to blend in with the 
natural flow of traffic. Key issues identified by the 
Ohio HIDTA include the following:

•   

Eradication Strategies
There are four recognized techniques of eradication: mechanical destruction (i.e., slashing 
or uprooting), bunting, chemical, and biological (including genetic).140 Among these four 
techniques, mechanical and chemical destruction are the most commonly used eradica-
tion strategies.141 Eradication efforts have focused on the opium poppy, the coca bush, 
and the cannabis plant.142

Colombia continues to be a major source country for cocaine, heroin, and marijuana. Peru 
is the world’s second largest cocaine producing country. The government of Colombia 
maintains efforts to eliminate the production and trafficking of illegal drugs through 
eradication, interdiction and law enforcement strategies. However, the production of 
pure cocaine in 2014 increased 30% from 2013 production. According to the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration, almost 90% of cocaine seized in the United States in 2014 
came from Colombia. In terms of heroin, Colombia is the second largest supplier to the 
United States.143 Interestingly, in 2015, Colombian officials stopped their eradication 
efforts, through aerial spraying, due to concerns that the spray may cause cancer. This 
decision ended a program that continued for over twenty years with the United States, to 
eradicate coca production.

Prior to this, however, the United States has been criticized for these eradication efforts. 
For instance, Colombian officials have condemned the United States for not adequately 
addressing the issue of consumption. During the Colombian presidential election of 
1990, campaign speeches often included negative references to Marion Barry, the mayor 
of Washington, DC. Federal agents videotaped the mayor in the act of smoking crack 

A DEA agent involved 
in the eradication of 
marijuana plants.
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eradication: four 
recognized techniques: 
mechanical destruction 
(i.e., slashing or 
uprooting), bunting, 
chemical, and biological 
(including genetic).


